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Marcoing towards Guyencourt, north of Tillers Faucoii,
in order to continue the attack on the enemy, pre-
sumably retreating, wherever he was met. The IV.
Keserve Corps (Von Gronau) was to advance in the gap
between the II. and the IV. Corps. The IV. Corps
(Sixt von Armin) was allotted as zone of manoeuvre the
areas Candry-Ligny-Walincourt-Vendhuille and Eeu-
mont-Serain-Bellicourt. The III. Corps (Von Lochow)
was to move to south of the IV. Corps beyond Maretz,
which it had been unable to reach the day before. A
line roughly Esnes-Caudry-Reumont was to be passed
at 5 a.m,* The leading division of the IX. Corps (Von
Quast), marching by Landreeies, was to arrive with the
heavy corps artillery at Le Gateau at 10 a.m.? where it
would be at the disposal of the Army Commander;
its other division was to be left opposite the west front
of Maubeuge. Marwitz's Cavahy Corps was to advance
in front of the II. Corps and hinder the enemy's
retreat .f There were thus on the right and left wings
of the First Army two almost equally strong fighting
groups in touch with one another, which would put
the necessary vigour into the pursuit. Army Head-
quarters remained in Solesmes.
The retreat of the enemy in a westerly direction north
of the Somme appeared to have been prevented by
the timely pressure of the right wing of the First Army. J
When the latter crossed the Somme, probably within the
* This seems a fairly late start for the pursuit, as the action was
broken off at 3 p.m. As Sir John Erench wrote in his first despatch:
u The enemy had himseli suffered too heavily to engage in an
energetic pursuit**
f This misdirection of the cavalry kept it away from the British.
It was opposed by General Sordet's Cavalry Corps with considerable
$ No refcreat westwards was ever contemplated.   Von Kfack
se^as to think that the B.HF. was based on Calais.

